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ABSTRACT
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is debilitating, progressive autoimmune diseases of unknown cause. It affects joints by
destructing bone and cartilage, leading to pain, inflammation, and restricted movement of joints. Many conventional
antiarthritic agents are available, most of them are immunosuppressive and commonly associated with severe side
effects. In recent years, numerous plant actives and herbs have been investigated for their anti-arthritic efficacy in order
to overcome the therapeutic shortcomings of these conventional therapies. The finding of these researches revealed that
herbs and their bioactives can modulate the major inflammatory cytokine expression in synovial cells and the regulation
of the inflammatory immune process by targeting various cellular targets including PGE2 and COX-2. The present review
is an endeavour to gather the therapeutic insight of some potential plant based actives and herbs for aiming
pathophysiological targets in arthritis and their effective management. It also reports the medicinal value of herbs as
novel clinical pharmaceutical agents for the management of arthritic conditions with the least side effects.
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INTRODUCTION
Arthritis is an inflammational disease that is distinguished and begins largely in proportion to its age. Its
prominent symptoms include joint pain, rigidity, decreased joint movement and redness, and joint
swelling. Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a catastrophic type of inflammatory joint diseases that threaten
people globally amongst many forms of arthritis[1,2,3]. Rheumatoid arthritis is a debilitating
autoimmune condition due to the hyperproliferation of synovial fibroblast and massive invasion of
inflammatory cells in the joints comprising CD4+T cells and innate immune cells such as macrophages.
Numerous different pro-inflammatory cytokines such as IL-1β, TNF-α, IL- 6, IL-10, and IL-18 facilitate
self-immunity, systemic inflammation, and degradation of the tissue [4,1].
A variety of prescribed medications have been used to regulate joint inflammation and pain in RA. These
affordable drugs relieve joint inflammation, mitigate pain, minimize joint deterioration, and reduce
disability. Non-Steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs ( NSAIDs) and corticosteroids are most commonly
utilized as the first line of therapy with fast responses to regulate inflammation and pain in RA [4].
Disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs (DMARDs) include methotrexate, sulfasalazine, antimalarial
medications, and other medicinal products that can modulate the functioning of the immune system by
inhibiting radiographic growth and fatality. These medications used for the management of RA can
squelch inflammatory targets and produce numerous therapeutic effects by suppressing the activation
and creation of different enzymes (for example cyclooxygenase [COX]-1 and COX-2), cytokines (for
example TNF-α and IL-1β), or transcription factors (for example, nuclear factor-kB [NF-kβ], c-Jun Nterminal kinases and p38 kinases). Though these therapies have ameliorating activity on the joint injury,
physical mobility, and quality of life, their myriad side effects is still a curse to human health [5]. The side
effects of these drugs include Cushing habitus, elevated blood pressure, hyperglycemia, stomach
ulceration, and bleeding [4,5].
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Figure1. An illustration of pathological mechanism and role of biochemical markers in the
progression of RA.
On the other hand, the use of biologics in various autoimmune disorders is emerging. Numerous biologics
have been currently been utilizing in these days that include Tocilizumab, certolizumab, etanercept,
adalimumab, etc., for successful management of rheumatoid pain, inflammation, and other symptoms
[6,7]. Despite their effective nature biologics are not very acceptable by a large patient’s population due to
their associated limitations. The use of such biologics suffers due to their generalized
immunosuppression that made the body defending system weak against surrounding invades. They
needed a skilled person to be administered as most of them can only be given parenterally. It also
involves a huge amount of money to spend on getting these treatment options [6].
Therefore to overcome such associated issues with synthetic drugs and biologics there is an urgent need
for the therapeutic option for effective and reliable management of RA [4, 8]. The bioactives from the
herbal origin is now gaining huge attention nowadays due to the power of overcoming all the limitation of
the above stated therapeutic options [9]. Alternatives to these medications are traditional medicines and
natural resources that offer tremendous potential as promising medicinal candidates by their increased
efficacy and minimum side effects[10, 11, 12, 13]. This further encourages the discovery and production
of new bioactive substances to treat the inflammatory condition of RA [9]. Phytochemical studies by
advanced analytical techniques revealed that various terpenoids, polyphenolic compounds, and alkaloids
are renowned for their important in-vivo and in-vitro anti-inflammatory action [14]. Many of these
prevent signs of arthritis, reinforce the histology of the joints involved in reducing lipid peroxidation, and
increasing the number of antioxidants (e.g. superoxide dismutase, catalase, glutathione, glutathione
peroxidase) and hemoxygenase-1 levels of expression [15, 16]. Therefore, exploring and insight of these
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natural plant based actives and herbs would be a breakthrough in effective management of RA and other
autoimmune conditions.
HERBS AND ACTIVES WITH ANTARTHRITIC POTENTIAL
Gomphrena celosioides Mart.
Gomphrena celosioides Mart. (Amaranthaceae) has been used traditionally to alleviate pain. It is
belonging to the genus Gomphrena, which is well known for the treatment of rheumatism in Brazil. Due
to its traditional use, it has been screened for the antiarthritic on mice. The ethanolic extract of aerial
parts was investigated for antiarthritic activity at the doses of 300, 700, and 1000 mg/kg by paw
inflammation, mechanical hyperalgesia, cold allodynia, carrageenan-induced leukocyte migration,
zymosan-induced peritonitis, carrageenan-induced adhesion, and rolling experiment models. All doses
of G. celosioides significantly reduced paw inflammation, and mechanical hyperalgesia. The cold
hyperalgesia was significantly diminished in 3-4 hours after the carrageenan injection. It has been also
found that extract of G. celosioides prominently diminished leukocyte migration (at 1000 mg/kg, 300
mg/kg) in the carrageenan-induced pleurisy model and also minimize zymosan-induced articular edema.
The extract has also shown prominent reduction in edema and mechanical hyperalgesia in Freund's
complete adjuvant-induced inflammation screening on day 22, whereas the cold allodynia was decreased
on day 6. Findings revealed that ethanolic extract of G. celosioides has some precious actives that may
responsible for the antihyperalgesic effect and antiarthritic effect [17].
Moringa oleifera
Moringa oleifera is a miracle tree, having numerous of therapeutic potential to cure a variety of diseases.
Scientific data reported that Moringa oleifera has some precious active principles like essential amino
acids, carotenoids, ascorbic acid, flavonoids, and phenolics that may responsible for its therapeutic and
nutritional values [18]. Recently, Different solvents extracts of leaves were analyzed for phytochemicals
by HPLC and also investigated for antiarthritic activity. HPLC analysis revealed considerable content of
quercetin and kaempferol in leaves. Moreover, different extracts (Methanolic, aqueous, and ethyl acetate)
were significantly decreased albumin denaturation and inhibition of proteinase activity. Results of
antioxidant activity of extracts were significant, which may support the amelioration of clinical
manifestation of RA. The antiarthritic effect was screened by formaldehyde induced paw inflammation,
results showed that extracts produced the highest percent inhibition (82%) of paw inflammation at
600mg/kg. Leaf extract has also improved RBC count and weight loss in arthritic rats. This finding
supports the antiarthritic activity of Moringa oleifera [19].
Olaxsubs corpioidea
Olaxsubs corpioidea is a miraculous plant of Nigeria, which is traditionally used to treat joint pain,
rheumatism, liver diseases, and as an antidote [20]. Its root extracts have been screened for anti-arthritic
potential on Wistar albino rats by using chicken type II-Complete Freund's adjuvant (CFA) induced
arthritis rat method. Findings reported that ethanol and aqueous root extracts effectively reduced the
paw inflammation and triggered a marked decrease in C-reactive protein levels. Extracts have also
normalized the rate of erythrocyte sedimentation and Significantly decrease the cytokine level such as
TNF-α, IL-1B, and IL-6 in extract-treated arthritic rats[21].
Copaiferasalikounda (Heckel)
Seedpod Extracts of Copaiferasalikounda was tested for its antiarthritic efficacy by using chicken
collagen/complete Freund's adjuvant‐induced arthritis screening method. Different doses (400, 600, and
800 mg/kg body weight) of ethanol and aqueous extracts of seed pod were administrated after
intradermal injection chicken collagen/complete Freund's adjuvant during the study. Observation
demonstrated the marked inhibition in paw edema and improvement in the weight of experimental
animals. The elevated level of the pro‐inflammatory mediators (I L‐1β, IL‐6, TNF‐α) were normalized in
the arthritic animal of the extract-treated group. It has been also found that extract normalized the RBC
count, erythrocyte sedimentation rate, and reduced C-reactive protein levels. Results of anti-arthritic
screening were significant and dose-dependent manner, which indicates Copaiferasalikounda has some
precious active that may reason behind its therapeutic potential [22].
Bauhinia purpurea
It is belonging to the family of Caesalpiniaceae, having a variety of medicinal properties to treat many
diseases. Its ethnomedicinal use includes the treatment of wounds and diarrhoea [23]. In recent years, its
antiarthritic screening reports revealed that hydroalcoholic extract from the stem bark has produced a
prominent antiarthritic effect by reducing paw edema in complete Freund's adjuvant induced arthritis.
Additionally, extracts have significantly decreased the level of cytokines (Tumour necrosis factor alpha
[TNF-α], interleukin-6 [IL-6], IL-10, and IL-1 β) in arthritic rat but increase in the level of IL-10. Results
have supported the antiarthritic activity of Bauhinia purpurea[24].
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Dissotisthollonii Cogn.
Dissotisthollonii Cogn. (Melastomataceae) has been used by various communities to treat typhoid fever,
gastrointestinal disorders, and inflammatory diseases. Its extracts of the leaves were tested for its
potential to alleviate the pathological condition of arthritis. Aqueous and ethanolic extracts showed
significant inhibition on cyclooxygenase, 5-lipoxygenase, protein denaturation, and ROS production. Both
the extracts (Aqueous and ethanolic) significantly reduced paw inflammation induced by zymosan A
(69.30% and 81.80%) and CFA (71.85% and 79.03%) at a dose of 500 mg/kg. Additionally, Both extracts
produced a protective effect against mechanical hyperalgesia. This study demonstrated that
DissotistholloniiCogn. has the potential to cure arthritis [25].
Tapinanthus globiferus
Joint arthritis is a known as one of the common autoimmune disorders, its safe and effective therapy
stays a big challenge before pharmacy researchers, because of antagonistic impacts brought about by
allopathic medications. Raceline et al. conducted a clinical examination for the evaluation of
pharmacological impact of hydro-concentrate of Tapinanthus globiferus (HTG) leaves (at doses of 50, 100
and 200 mg/kg) on complete Freund's adjuvant (CFA)- instigated arthritis rat model. The HTG evidently
eased physiological impedance by decreasing paw volume, shielding against anaemia, leukocytosis,
transaminases action expanding, alkaline phosphatase and hyper-creatininemia. The extract has
improved the cell anti- oxidant status and the structural complication at joint level. Such clinical impacts
imposed by the HTG against the physiological dysfunctions, legitimize its present use in the customary
treatment of rheumatoid joint inflammation [26].
Buddleja cordata Kunth
Buddleja cordata Kunth plant is utilized in customary natural medication in Mexico for the treatment of
rheumatic agonies and ailments identified with fiery processes, as joint inflammation. GutiérrezRebolledo et al. assessed the anti- arthritic potential and toxic impact of methanolic extricates from wild
plant leaves (Bc-Wp), and cell culture (Bc-Cc) of B. cordata. applying complete Freund's adjuvant animal
model. The best desired effect was discovered to be at the dose of 250 mg/kg; which was assessed to
evaluate its effect over various physiological parameters associated with arthritis. Histological
examination of po-pliteal ganglion indicated reducing rate of lytic sores, lipid inclusions and leukocyte
invasion. In addition, both concentrates revealed anti-oedematous activity, protection against the
oxidation of lipid and proteins, positive alteration on anti- oxidant enzymatic response, down-regulation
on lymphocytes CD4+ makers of IL-1β and TNF-α, an expansion in IL-10 levels, which caused a lessening
in leukocyte invasion in ganglionic tissue during exploratory joint inflammation. [27].
Glycine tabacina
The entire plant of Glycine tabacina (Labill.) Benth has been utilized as a customary home grown
medication to treat rheumatism, ostealgia and nephritis in China. Just as a local natural medication 'ITiao-Gung' in Taiwan. Tu et al. led a clinical study to research the counter arthritic impact of ethanol
concentrate of G. tabacina (GTE) in a collagen-induced joint inflammation (CIA) rodent model. GTE
successfully ensured the bone and ligament of joints from disintegration, sore and deformation as well as
strong anti CIA activity through hindering pro-incendiary cytokines and oxidation in rats, recommending
its expected preventive and remedial impacts on rheumatoid joint inflammation (RI). [28].
Cleistopholis patens
Aloke et al. examination pointed toward assessing the counter ligament potentials of ethanol and aqueous
concentrates of stem bark of Cleistopholis patens (SBCP) in complete Freund's adjuvant (CFA) actuated
rheumatoid joint inflammation in rats. Rheumatoid joint pain induction caused noticeable increment in
paw size, fiery makers and malondi-aldehyde (MDA) while critical decrease was seen in body weight
comparatively with normal control. Treatment with test extract closely resembling indomethacin in
markedly diminished the paw size and caused weight gain while the altered incendiary parameters and
MDA were turned around comparative with negative control. The discoveries propose that SBCP have
great anti-arthritic effect practically identical to indomethacin and subsequently could be utilized in
rheumatoid joint pain. [29].
Nimbolide
Bloom of neem tree (Azadirachta Indica) contains nimbolide; a triterpenoid has different restorative
properties. Cui et al. surveyed the counter ligament action of nimbolide in Complete Freund's Adjuvant joint pain instigated rodent model. Rats treated with nimbolide showed stamped decrease in ligament
score, organ records, volume of paw, edema arrangement, alongside significant up gradation in body
weight. Histopathological discoveries demonstrated critical decrease in devastation of joints following
nimbolide treatment. Such treatment has extraordinarily improved wellbeing and diminished aggravation
through decreasing the pro-inflammatory cytokines articulation in arthritic rodents [30].
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Achyranthes aspera
Chinnasamy et al evaluated the ameliorative capability of aqueous concentrate of Achyranthes aspera
(AEAA) against joint inflammation utilizing formaldehyde (0.1 ml of 2% v/v) initiated swiss albino mice
and Wistar rat model. Oral application of AEAA indicated a critical dose- dependent hindrance of paw
volume; where the dosages of 250 mg/kg and 500 mg/kg were discovered to be 30% and, 38.33%
successful individually. At fourteenth day the joint oedema was discovered to be 27.2% and 36.36
individually[31].
Physcion 8-O-β-glucopyranoside
Physcion 8-O-β-glucopyranoside (POGD), one of the major bio-actives present in the Polygonum
cuspidatum, is an anthraquinones. Geng et al. examined the anti-ligament impact of POGD and its potential
mechanism. A type II collagen-actuated arthritis (CIA) rodent model was set up to assess the antiligament impact of POGD in vivo. The anti- proliferative impacts of POGD on MH7A cells were recognized
utilizing a CC K-8 test, and the arrival of pro fiery cytokines, interleukin (IL)- 1β, IL-6, IL-8, IL-12 and IL17A, were investigated by ELISA. The outcomes showed that POGD fundamentally repressed MH7A cell
development. POGD extraordinarily restrained paw oedema and the joint pain indices of the CIA rodents;
it might likewise hinder the arrival of pro fiery cytokines. Moreover, POGD down regulated the
articulation levels of TGF-β1, Smad4, NF-κB p65 (N), p38, p-p38, p-ERK1/2, JNK, p-JNK, TGF-β1, Smad4,
p-JNK, JNK, p-P38, P38, p-ERK1/2, ERK1/2 and NF-κB p65 (N), and up-controlled the Smad7, NF-κB p65
(C) and IκB in TNF-α actuated MH7A cells. Taking everything into account, POGD is stated to be a
promising potential anti- inflammatory moiety[32].
Alhagipseudalhagi
The plant Alhagipseudalhagi has for quite some time been utilized conventionally for the treatment of
arthritis and gout in Ayurveda system. Singh et al investigated the phytochemical screening and impact of
the crude concentrate of the ethereal part of A. pseudalhagi and its fraction in Formaldehyde incited,
Turpentine instigated and complete freund's adjuvant (CFA) actuated exploratory models of joint pain in
wistar albino rodents. The 95% ethanolic extract (APEE) was fractionated in four portions including
chloroform division (APC), ethyl acetic acid derivation part (APEA), methanolic part (APM) and aqueous
part (APA). These were exposed to clinical examination. Haematological and biochemical protocols viz.
estimation of paw volume, joint breadth, body weight, RBC, WBC, Platelets, CRP, Hb, ALT, AST, ALP and
total protein were resolved on APEE and APEA and supported by histopathological and radiological
examination. The plant displayed dose dependent anti-arthritic impact. The ethyl acetic acid derived
fraction demonstrated more critical impact when contrasted with the 95% ethanolic extricate at 400
mg/kg body weight dose.[33].
Eupatorium japonicum
Rheumatoid joint pain fibroblast-like synovial cells (RJFLS) are known to assume a significant part in
rheumatoid joint pain (RJ) propagation, show resistance to immune-suppressants through carcinoma like
properties. Shin et al distinguished a novel remedial compound for RJ, which diminished aggravation and
the irregular multiplication of RJFLS of herbal family from Korean local plants named Eupatorium
japonicum Tunb. (EJT). It was most adequately diminished viability through the activation of ROSintervened apoptosis in a dose- dependent way. Moreover, the expanded ROS incited the expression of
ATF4 and CHOP, central factors in ER stress-interceded apoptosis. Strikingly, EJT treatment diminished
the activity of IL-1α and the transcription of MMP-9 on altered dose, which were instigated by TNF-α
treatment, through the restraint of NF-α B and p38 enactment. All such parameters emphasized that EJT
exhibited anti- inflammatory impacts clinically.[34]
Momordica charantia
Momordica charantia (Cucurbitaceae) is a plant, announced for its assortment of ethnic medicinal
qualities. Kola et al. screened anti-arthritic action of the Ethanolic and aqueous concentrate of plant fruit.
This activity was evaluated utilizing formaldehyde, Freund's adjuvant initiated joint pain in rats and
Collagen incited joint pain model in mice. In Formaldehyde prompted joint pain model the rate of
decrease in paw volume was 30.69% and 42.81% for hydro concentrate though for ethanolic extricate it
was 25.23% and 39.5%. In Freund's adjuvant model, the level of decrease in paw volume was 56.1% and
66.51% for ethanolic extract and 52.6% and 63.83% for hydro concentrate, individually. In collagen
prompted arthritis model, the joint pain index was discovered 6.02 and 3.68 for ethanolic extract at
medium and high dosage. The joint pain index of hydro concentrate was discovered 5.66 and 4.03 at
medium and high dosage. This trial gave a positive outcome in controlling inflammation in adjuvant
initiated arthritic and collagen instigated joint inflammation model in rats and mice [35].
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Table 1: Herbs and phytoactives with antiarthritic potential
S.
No.

Name of
actives

Part used/
source

Dose

Reported Active principles
of herb

Reference

1.
2.

Gomphrena celosioides
Mart.
Moringa oleifera

Amaranthaceae

Aerial parts
Leaf

Olaxsubscorpioidea

Olacaceae

Root

Leguminosae

Seed pod

5.

Copaiferasalikounda
(Heckel)
Bauhinia purpurea

Aurantiamide
and
Aurantiamide acetate
rutin, quercetin, and gallic
acid
Rutin, morin, quercetin and
caffeic acid.
-

[17,36]

Moringaceae

Fabaceae

Stem bark

Dissotisthollonii

Malastomataceae

Leaf

7.

Tapinanthusglobiferus

Loranthaceae

Leaf

50, 100 and
200 mg/kg

8.

Buddleja cordata

Scrophulariaceae

Leaf

250mg/kg

9.

Glycine tabacina

Leguminosae

Whole Plant

1.11,
and
mg/kg

10.

Cleistopholis patens

Annonaceae

Stem Bark

400, 600 and
800 mg/kg

11.

Nimbolide

Triterpene

20 mg/kg

12.

Achyranthes aspera

Amaranthaceae

Azadirachta
Indica
Leaf

Coumarin,
Vitamin
C,
thiamine, Pantothenic acid
β-sitosterol, β-sitosterol-3O-β-D-glucopyranoside and
arjunolic acid
Alkaloids,
flavonoids,
polyphenols,
tannins,
steroids and saponins
Vb,
polyphenols,
Cycloclorinone,
2[4`hydroxyphenyl]-ethyl
hexacosanoate
Genistin,
daidzein,
genistein,
pratensein,
glytabastan
A-H,
coumestans 1–6 and 8–10
Eupolaurine, 3 methoxy
champangine, glycosides,
alkaloids,
steroids,
saponins,
terpenoids,
favonoids
and
carbohydrates
-

[24,39, 40]

6.

300, 700, and
1000 mg/kg
50, 300 and
600 mg/kg
400, 600 and
800 mg/kg
400, 600, and
800 mg/kg
50, 100, and
200 mg/kg
500 mg/kg

3.
4.

[31, 49]

13.

Physcion
8-O-βglucopyranoside
Alhagipseudalhagi

Anthraquinone
Papilionaceae

Polygonum
cuspidatum
Areal part

20, 40 and 60
mg/kg
400 mg/kg

Alkaloids, Carbohydrates,
glycosides,
phenolic
compound,
flavonoids, tannin and
proteins
-

15.

Eupatorium
japonicumThunb.

Asteraceae

Whole Plant

25 and 37.5
μg/ml

16.

Momordica charantia

Cucurbitaceae

Fruit

200 and 400
mg/kg

14.

Plant

or

Family/type
actives

of

2.22
4.44

250 and 500
mg/kg

Tannins,
coumarin
derivatives, alkaloid,
Quercetin, gum resin, Two
new flavanone glycosides,
alhagitin and alhagidin
Thymol, pyrrolizidine
Alkaloids,
tindicine,
amabiline,viridiforine,
echinatine, rinderine
alkaloid,
glycoside,
terpenoids,
tannins,
saponins, and flavonoids

[19,37]
[21, 38]
[22]

[25, 41]

[26, 42]

[27, 43]

[28,
45]

44,

[29, 46]

[47, 48]

[32,
51]
[33,
53]

50,
52,

[34, 54]

[35, 55]

CONCLUSION
Earth germinates some miraculous herbs that showed their significant antiarthritic potential in
pharmacological screenings. This review throws light on herbs and plant actives, which are recently
reported for their antiarthritic efficacy. Some herbs such as Gomphrena celosioides, Moringa oleifera,
Olaxsubs copioidea Mart., Copaiferas alikounda (Heckel), Bauhinia purpurea, Dissotisthollonii, Tapinanthus
globiferus, Buddleja cordata, Glycine tabacina, Cleistopholis patens,Achyranthes Aspera, Alhagipseudalhagi,
Eupatorium japonicum thunb., Momordica charantia, and few actives like Nimbolide, Physcion
8‐O‐β‐glucopyranoside were investigated for their antiarthritic activity[56]. These herbs and actives
were screened through various pharmacological screening methods such as collagen-induced arthritis,
formaldehyde induced paw inflammation,Freund’s adjuvant (CFA) induced arthritis, paw inflammation
induced by zymosan A, and in-vitro Protein denaturation method. These pharmacological studies revealed
that mentioned herbs and actives were potentially modulatemajor biochemical mediators include
phospholipase A2 (PLA2), cyclooxygenase (COX), lipoxgenase (LOX), prostaglandins (PG), leukotrienes
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(LT) and also modulate pro-inflammatory cytokines level (TNF)‐α, IL‐1β, IL‐6, IL‐8, IL-10, IL‐17A.
Additionally, these herbs and active have also showed prominent inhibitory effect on chronic
inflammation during in-vivo pharmacological evaluation. These outcomes of recent studies indicate that
mentioned herbs and actives may effective to modulate the pathophysiology of arthritis and may provide
better alternative for conventional therapies.
ABBREVIATIONS
MMP-matrix metalloproteinase, NF‐κB-nuclear factor‐κB, RA-Rheumatoid arthritis, RANKL-receptor
activator of nuclear factor kappa-B ligand, MHCII-major histocompatibility complex class II, CD4-cluster
of differentiation 4,
ALP -alkaline phosphatase, ALT-alanine transaminase, AST-aspartate
aminotransferase, WBC-White Blood Cell, RBC- Red Blood Cell, CRP-C-reactive protein, Hb-hemoglobin,
ATF4, activating transcription factor 4, NF-κB p65 -Nuclear factor kappa B p65, IκBα-inhibitor of nuclear
factor kappa B, ERK1/2-extracellular signal‐regulated protein kinase ½, JNK-c-Jun N-terminal kinases,
TNF‐α- Tumor necrosis factor‐α, IL-12- interleukin-12, IFN-γ -Interferon-γ, MHC-II- Major
histocompatibility complex II, TGF-β- Transforming growth factor beta, IL‐1β- interleukin-1 beta, IL‐6interleukin-6, IL‐8- interleukin-8, IL-10- interleukin-10, IL‐17A- interleukin-17A, CFA- complete Freund's
adjuvant.
REFERENCES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Dudics, S., Langan, D., Meka, R. R., Venkatesha, S. H., Berman, B. M., Che, C. T., & Moudgil, K. D. (2018). Natural
products for the treatment of autoimmune arthritis: their mechanisms of action, targeted delivery, and interplay
with the host microbiome. International journal of molecular sciences, 19(9), 2508.
Reindl, J., Pesek, J., Krüger, T., Wendler, S., Nemitz, S., Muckova, Rhode, H. (2016). Proteomic biomarkers for
psoriasis and psoriasis arthritis. Journal of proteomics, 140, 55-61.
Rakesh, T., & Prashant, T. (2012). Effects of Cocculus hirsutus leaves extract on Freund’s complete adjuvant and
formaldehyde induced arthritis. International Research Journal of Pharmacy, 3, 267-70.
Srivastava, S., Singh, D., Patel, S., Parihar, A. K., & Singh, M. R. (2017). Novel carters and targeted approaches: Way
out for rheumatoid arthritis quandrum. Journal of Drug Delivery Science and Technology, 40, 125-135.
Srivastava, S., Singh, D., Patel, S., & Singh, M. R. (2017). Treatment of rheumatoid arthritis by targeting
macrophages through folic acid tailored superoxide dismutase and serratiopeptidase. Journal of Drug Delivery
Science and Technology, 41, 431-435.
Hetland, M. L. (2011). Modern treatment strategies in rheumatoid arthritis. Dan Med Bull, 58(11), B4320.
Silvagni, E., Giollo, A., Sakellariou, G., Ughi, N., D’Amico, M. E., Scirè, C. A., & Huizinga, T. W. (2020). One year in
review 2020: novelties in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. Clin Exp Rheumatol, 38(2), 181-94.
Yadav, K., Singh, D., & Singh, M. R. (2018). Protein biomarker for psoriasis: A systematic review on their role in
the pathomechanism, diagnosis, potential targets and treatment of psoriasis. International journal of biological
macromolecules, 118, 1796-1810.
Yadav, K., Chauhan, N. S., Saraf, S., Singh, D., & Singh, M. R. (2020). Challenges and need of delivery carriers for
bioactives and biological agents: an introduction. In Advances and Avenues in the Development of Novel Carriers
for Bioactives and Biological Agents. Academic Press, 1-36.
Shrivastava, S., Tirkey, R., Kujur, A., Jangde, R., &Daharwal, S. J. (2017). Glimpses of Ethnopharmacological
Approaches to Treat Acne. Research Journal of Topical and Cosmetic Sciences, 8(1), 40-49.
Tirkey R. (2019). Screening for phytochemical, flavonoid content, antioxidant and anthelmintic potential of Sida
spinosa. International Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Research, 10(12): 5587-91
Kujur A. (2019). Evaluation of Anthelmintic and Antioxidant Potential of Solanum melongena linn. Leaf Extract
using in-vitro Models and Estimation of Total Flavonoid Content. International Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences Review and Research, 58(2): 35-38
Tripathi, V., Kujur, A., &Saluja, M. S. (2015). Hepatoprotective Activity of Stem Bark of Nyctanthesarbor-tristis
linn. Research Journal of Pharmacology and Pharmacodynamics, 7(3), 119-123.
Tirkey, R., & Saraf, S. (2020). Chromatographic Fingerprinting and Quantitative Analysis of Marker in the Extract
of Gloriosa superba Tubers Collected from Some Region of Chhattisgarh. International Journal of Pharmaceutical
Investigation, 10(3), 374-378.
Soeken, K. L., Miller, S. A., & Ernst, E. (2003). Herbal medicines for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis: a
systematic review. Rheumatology, 42(5), 652-659.
Srivastava, S., Singh, D., & Singh, M. R. (2018). Folate-Conjugated Superoxide Dismutase Adsorbed Over
Antioxidant Mimicking Nanomatrix Frameworks for Treatment of Rheumatoid Arthritis. Journal of
pharmaceutical sciences, 107(6), 1530-1539.
Macorini, L. F. B., Radai, J. A. S., Maris, R. S., Silva-Filho, S. E., Leitao, M. M., Andrade, Kassuya, C. A. L. (2020).
Antiarthritic
and
Antihyperalgesic
Properties
of
Ethanolic
Extract
from
Gomphrena
celosioidesMart.(Amaranthaceae) Aerial Parts. Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine, 1-11.
AbdullRazis, A. F., Ibrahim, M. D., &Kntayya, S. B. (2014). Health benefits of Moringa oleifera. Asian pacific journal
of cancer prevention, 15(20), 8571-8576.

BEPLS Vol 10 [5] April 2021

279 | P a g e

©2021 AELS, INDIA

Tirkey et al

19. Saleem, A., Saleem, M., & Akhtar, M. F. (2020). Antioxidant, anti-inflammatory and antiarthritic potential of
Moringa oleifera Lam: An ethnomedicinal plant of Moringaceae family. South African Journal of Botany, 128, 246256.
20. Konan, K., N’dahKouamé Justin, B. L., Souleymane, M., & Francis, Y. A. (2015). Hepatoprotective and in vivo
antioxidant activity of Olaxsubs corpioidea Oliv.(Olacaceae) and Distemonathus benthamianus
Baill.(Caesalpiniaceae). Pharmacognosy magazine, 11(41), 111.
21. Ezeani, N. N., Ibiam, U. A., Orji, O. U., Igwenyi, I. O., Aloke, C., Alum, E., ... &Ugwu, O. P. C. (2019). Effects of Aqueous
and Ethanol Root Extracts of Olaxsubscopioidea on Inflammatory Parameters in Complete Freund’s AdjuvantCollagen Type II Induced Arthritic Albino Rats. Pharmacognosy Journal, 11(1).
22. Aloke, C., Ibiam, U. A., Obasi, N. A., Orji, O. U., Ezeani, N. N., Aja, P. M., ... &Mordi, J. C. (2019). Effect of ethanol and
aqueous extracts of seed pod of Copaiferasalikounda (Heckel) on complete Freund's adjuvant‐induced
rheumatoid arthritis in rats. Journal of food biochemistry, 43(7), e12912.
23. Pahwa, S., Mazumder, R., Bhattacharya, S., Kumari, S., Mazumder, A., & Singh, D. P. (2010). Pharmacognostical and
Phytochemical Evaluation of the leaves of Bauhinia purpurea Linn. Ancient science of life, 30(2), 28.
24. Kumar, S., Kumar, R., Gupta, Y. K., & Singh, S. (2019). In vivo anti-arthritic activity of Bauhinia purpurea Linn.
Bark Extract. Indian journal of pharmacology, 51(1), 25.
25. DjuichouNguemnang, S. F., Tsafack, E. G., Mbiantcha, M., Gilbert, A., Atsamo, A. D., Yousseu Nana, W., Adjouzem, C.
F. (2019). In vitro anti-inflammatory and in vivo antiarthritic activities of aqueous and ethanolic extracts of
Dissotisthollonii Cogn.(Melastomataceae) in rats. Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine, 117.
26. Raceline, G. K., Aubin, N. K. B., Jaures, T. N. M., Ducos, Y. F., Florence, N. T., Desire, D. D. P., Véronique, P. B. (2019).
Anti-inflammatory potential of Tapinanthus globiferus (Loranthaceae) leaves as an alternative treatment against
arthritis, 8(3): 96-103.
27. Gutiérrez-Rebolledo, G. A., Estrada-Zúñiga, M. E., Garduño-Siciliano, L., García-Gutiérrez, G. E., Mora, C. A. R.,
Calderón-Amador, J., & Cruz-Sosa, F. (2019). In vivo anti-arthritic effect and repeated dose toxicity of
standardized methanolic extracts of Buddleja cordata Kunth (Scrophulariaceae) wild plant leaves and cell
culture. Journal of ethnopharmacology, 240, 111875.
28. Tu, Y., Wang, K., Liang, Y., Jia, X., Wang, L., Wan, J. B., ... & He, C. (2019). Glycine tabacina ethanol extract
ameliorates collagen-induced arthritis in rats via inhibiting pro-inflammatory cytokines and oxidation. Journal of
ethnopharmacology, 237, 20-27.
29. Aloke, C., Ibiam, U. A., Orji, O. U., Ugwuja, E. I., Ezeani, N. N., Aja, P. M., & Obasi, N. A. (2019). Anti-arthritic
potentials of ethanol and aqueous extracts of stem bark of Cleistopholis patens on complete Freund's adjuvantinduced rheumatoid arthritis in rats. Journal of Ayurveda and integrative medicine.
30. Cui, X., Wang, R., Bian, P., Wu, Q., Seshadri, V. D. D., & Liu, L. (2019). Evaluation of antiarthritic activity of
nimbolide against Freund’s adjuvant induced arthritis in rats. Artificial cells, nanomedicine, and biotechnology,
47(1), 3391-3398.
31. Chinnasamy, V., Subramaniyan, V., Chandiran, S., Kayarohanam, S., Kanniyan, D. C., Velaga, V. S. S. R., &
Muhammad, S. (2019). Antiarthritic Activity of Achyranthes Aspera on Formaldehyde-Induced Arthritis in Rats.
Open access Macedonian journal of medical sciences, 7(17), 2709.
32. Geng, Q., Wei, Q., Wang, S., Qi, H., Zhu, Q., Liu, X., ... & Wen, S. (2018). Physcion 8‐O‐β‐glucopyranoside extracted
from Polygonum cuspidatum exhibits anti‐proliferative and anti‐inflammatory effects on MH7A rheumatoid
arthritis‐derived fibroblast‐like synoviocytes through the TGF‐β/MAPK pathway. International journal of
molecular medicine, 42(2), 745-754.
33. Singh, S., Mukerjee, A., Mishra, S. B., & Srivastava, Y. (2018). Assessment of anti-arthritic potential of ethanolic
extract and its fractions of aerial parts of Alhagipseudalhagi (Bieb.) Desv. in animal models. Oriental Pharmacy
and Experimental Medicine, 18(3), 199-208.
34. Shin, J. I., Jeon, Y. J., Lee, S., Lee, Y. G., Kim, J. B., Kwon, H. C., Han, Y. S. (2018). Apoptotic and anti-inflammatory
effects of eupatorium japonicum thunb. in rheumatoid arthritis fibroblast-like synoviocytes. BioMed research
international,1-11.
35. Kola, V., Mondal, P., Thimmaraju, M. K., Mondal, S., & Rao, N. V. (2018). Antiarthritic potential of aqueous and
ethanolic fruit extracts of “Momordica charantia” using different screening models. Pharmacognosy Research,
10(3), 258.
36. Dosumu, O. O., Onocha, P., Ekundayo, O., & Ali, M. (2014). Isolation of aurantiamides from Gomphrena celosioides
C. Mart. Iranian journal of pharmaceutical research, 13(1), 143.
37. Thomas, A., Kanakdhar, A., Shirsat, A., Deshkar, S., &Kothapalli, L. (2020). A High Performance Thin Layer
Chromatographic Method Using a Design of Experiment Approach for Estimation of Phytochemicals in Extracts
of Moringa Oleifera Leaves. Turkish Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 17(2), 148.
38. Adeoluwa, A. O., Aderibigbe, O. A., Agboola, I. O., Olonode, T. E., & Ben-Azu, B. (2019). Butanol Fraction of
Olaxsubs corpioidea Produces Antidepressant Effect: Evidence for the Involvement of Monoaminergic
Neurotransmission. Drug research, 69(01), 53-60.
39. Pahwa, S., Mazumder, R., & Bhattacharya, S. (2015). Isolation of coumarin compound from the bark of Bauhinia
purpurea. International Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences and Research (IJPSR), 6(1), 267-272.
40. Seal, T., Chaudhuri, K., & Pillai, B. (2018). A rapid high-performance liquid chromatography method for the
simultaneous estimation of water-soluble vitamin in ten wild edible plants consumed by the tribal people of
North-eastern Region in India. Pharmacognosy Magazine, 14(55), 72.
BEPLS Vol 10 [5] April 2021

280 | P a g e

©2021 AELS, INDIA

Tirkey et al

41. Nono, R. N., Barboni, L., Teponno, R. B., Quassinti, L., Bramucci, M., Vitali, L. A., ... &Tapondjou, A. L. (2014).
Antimicrobial, antioxidant, anti-inflammatory activities and phytoconstituents of extracts from the roots of
DissotistholloniiCogn.(Melastomataceae). South African Journal of Botany, 93, 19-26.
42. Elusiyan, C. A., Faria, A. L. G., Mendes, A. E. Q., Silva, I. O., Martins, J. L. R., Rosa, D. A., ... &Fajemiroye, J. O. (2020).
Involvement of the Benzodiazepine Site in the Anticonvulsant Activity of Tapinanthusglobiferus against
Pentylenetetrazole-induced Seizures in Mice. Planta Medica, 86(16), 1204-1215.
43. Moreira, X., Romero‐Pérez, A., Luna‐Chaparro, E., Orona‐Tamayo, D., Quintana‐Rodríguez, E., Reyes‐Chilpa, R.,
Hernández‐Cumplido, J. (2019). Effects of plant sex on insect abundance across three trophic levels in the
perennial shrub Buddleja cordata. Entomologia Experimentalis et Applicata, 167(11), 950-956.
44. Costanza, S. H., & Hymowitz, T. (1987). Adventitious roots in Glycine subg. Glycine (Leguminosae):
morphological and taxonomic indicators of the B genome. Plant systematics and evolution, 158(1), 37-46.
45. Tu, Y., Wang, K., Jia, X., Tan, L., Han, B., Zhang, Q., ... & He, C. (2020). Isolation and Identification of Antiarthritic
Constituents from Glycine tabacina and Network Pharmacology-Based Prediction of Their Protective
Mechanisms against Rheumatoid Arthritis. Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry, 68(39), 10664-10677.
46. Daniels, A. O., Owoyemi, O. O., Famurewa, O., &Oluyege, J. O. (2019). Characterization of Sesquiterpenes and
Antibacterial Activities of Extracts from Piliostigmareticulatum (DL.) Hochst and Cleistopholis patens (Benth.)
Engl& Diels against Shigella dysenteriae and Streptococcus pyogenes. Microbiology Research Journal
International, 1-14.
47. Bodduluru, L. N., Kasala, E. R., Thota, N., Barua, C. C., &Sistla, R. (2014). Chemopreventive and therapeutic effects
of nimbolide in cancer: the underlying mechanisms. Toxicology in Vitro, 28(5), 1026-1035.
48. Nagar, N., &Devra, V. (2018). Green synthesis and characterization of copper nanoparticles using Azadirachta
indica leaves. Materials Chemistry and Physics, 213, 44-51.
49. Sinan, K. I., Zengin, G., Zheleva-Dimitrova, D., Etienne, O. K., Fawzi Mahomoodally, M., Bouyahya, A., ... & Orlando,
G. (2020). Qualitative phytochemical fingerprint and network pharmacology investigation of Achyranthes aspera
Linn. extracts. Molecules, 25(8), 1973.
50. Wu, X., Li, Q., Feng, Y., & Ji, Q. (2018). Antitumor research of the active ingredients from traditional Chinese
medical plant Polygonum cuspidatum. Evidence-Based Complementary and Alternative Medicine.1-10.
51. Xie, Q. C., & Yang, Y. P. (2014). Anti-proliferative of physcion 8-O-β-glucopyranoside isolated from Rumex
japonicus Houtt. on A549 cell lines via inducing apoptosis and cell cycle arrest. BMC complementary and
alternative medicine, 14(1), 1-10.
52. Etebari, M., Ghannadi, A., Jafarian-Dehkordi, A., & Ahmadi, F. (2012). Genotoxicity evaluation of aqueous extracts
of Cotoneaster discolor and Alhagipseudalhagi by comet assay. J Res Med Sci, 17(Suppl 2), S237-41.
53. Ansari, S. (2019). Medicinal characteristics and therapeutic application of Manna/Taranjabeen
(Alhagipseudalhagi) in Unani medicine. Annals of Ayurvedic Medicine, 8(3), 126-136.
54. Dai, G., Wang, C., Tang, W., Liu, J., &Xue, B. (2020). A 90-Day Oral Toxicity Study of the Ethanol Extract from
Eupatorium japonicum Thunb and Foeniculum vulgare in Rats. BioMed Research International. 1-8.
55. Guarniz, W. A. S., Canuto, K. M., Ribeiro, P. R. V., Dodou, H. V., Magalhaes, K. N., Sá, K., ... & Bandeira, M. A. M.
(2019). Momordica Charantia L. Variety from Northeastern Brazil: Analysis of Antimicrobial Activity and
Phytochemical Components. Pharmacognosy Journal, 11(6):1312-1324.
56. Venkatesha, S. H., Berman, B. M., & Moudgil, K. D. (2011). Herbal medicinal products target defined biochemical
and molecular mediators of inflammatory autoimmune arthritis. Bioorganic & medicinal chemistry, 19(1), 21-29.

CITATION OF THIS ARTICLE
Rakesh Tirkey, Adeep Kujur, Krishna Yadav, Vaibhav Tripathi, Dhansay Dewangan, Swarnlata Saraf*. Potential Of
Neoteric Phytoactives And Herbs For Targeting Pathophysiological Modules Of Arthritis. Bull. Env. Pharmacol. Life
Sci., Vol 10[5] April 2021 : 273-281

BEPLS Vol 10 [5] April 2021

281 | P a g e

©2021 AELS, INDIA

Bulletin of Environment, Pharmacology and Life Sciences
Bull. Env. Pharmacol. Life Sci., Vol 10 [5] April 2021 : 273-281
©2021 Academy for Environment and Life Sciences, India
Online ISSN 2277-1808
Journal’s URL:http://www.bepls.com
CODEN: BEPLAD

REVIEW ARTICLE

OPEN ACCESS

Potential of Neoteric Phytoactives and Herbs for Targeting
Pathophysiological Modules of Arthritis
Rakesh Tirkey1, AdeepKujur1, Krishna Yadav1, Vaibhav Tripathi2, Dhansay Dewangan3, Swarnlata
Saraf1*
1University Institute of Pharmacy, Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, 492010, India
2Royal College of Pharmacy, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India.
3Shri Shankaracharya Group of Institution, Bhilai, Durg, Chhattisgarh, India.
Email: swarnlatasaraf@gmail.com
ABSTRACT
Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is debilitating, progressive autoimmune diseases of unknown cause. It affects joints by
destructing bone and cartilage, leading to pain, inflammation, and restricted movement of joints. Many conventional
antiarthritic agents are available, most of them are immunosuppressive and commonly associated with severe side
effects. In recent years, numerous plant actives and herbs have been investigated for their anti-arthritic efficacy in order
to overcome the therapeutic shortcomings of these conventional therapies. The finding of these researches revealed that
herbs and their bioactives can modulate the major inflammatory cytokine expression in synovial cells and the regulation
of the inflammatory immune process by targeting various cellular targets including PGE2 and COX-2. The present review
is an endeavour to gather the therapeutic insight of some potential plant based actives and herbs for aiming
pathophysiological targets in arthritis and their effective management. It also reports the medicinal value of herbs as
novel clinical pharmaceutical agents for the management of arthritic conditions with the least side effects.
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INTRODUCTION
Arthritis is an inflammational disease that is distinguished and begins largely in proportion to its age. Its
prominent symptoms include joint pain, rigidity, decreased joint movement and redness, and joint
swelling. Rheumatoid arthritis (RA) is a catastrophic type of inflammatory joint diseases that threaten
people globally amongst many forms of arthritis[1,2,3]. Rheumatoid arthritis is a debilitating
autoimmune condition due to the hyperproliferation of synovial fibroblast and massive invasion of
inflammatory cells in the joints comprising CD4+T cells and innate immune cells such as macrophages.
Numerous different pro-inflammatory cytokines such as IL-1β, TNF-α, IL- 6, IL-10, and IL-18 facilitate
self-immunity, systemic inflammation, and degradation of the tissue [4,1].
A variety of prescribed medications have been used to regulate joint inflammation and pain in RA. These
affordable drugs relieve joint inflammation, mitigate pain, minimize joint deterioration, and reduce
disability. Non-Steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs ( NSAIDs) and corticosteroids are most commonly
utilized as the first line of therapy with fast responses to regulate inflammation and pain in RA [4].
Disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs (DMARDs) include methotrexate, sulfasalazine, antimalarial
medications, and other medicinal products that can modulate the functioning of the immune system by
inhibiting radiographic growth and fatality. These medications used for the management of RA can
squelch inflammatory targets and produce numerous therapeutic effects by suppressing the activation
and creation of different enzymes (for example cyclooxygenase [COX]-1 and COX-2), cytokines (for
example TNF-α and IL-1β), or transcription factors (for example, nuclear factor-kB [NF-kβ], c-Jun Nterminal kinases and p38 kinases). Though these therapies have ameliorating activity on the joint injury,
physical mobility, and quality of life, their myriad side effects is still a curse to human health [5]. The side
effects of these drugs include Cushing habitus, elevated blood pressure, hyperglycemia, stomach
ulceration, and bleeding [4,5].
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Figure1. An illustration of pathological mechanism and role of biochemical markers in the
progression of RA.
On the other hand, the use of biologics in various autoimmune disorders is emerging. Numerous biologics
have been currently been utilizing in these days that include Tocilizumab, certolizumab, etanercept,
adalimumab, etc., for successful management of rheumatoid pain, inflammation, and other symptoms
[6,7]. Despite their effective nature biologics are not very acceptable by a large patient’s population due to
their associated limitations. The use of such biologics suffers due to their generalized
immunosuppression that made the body defending system weak against surrounding invades. They
needed a skilled person to be administered as most of them can only be given parenterally. It also
involves a huge amount of money to spend on getting these treatment options [6].
Therefore to overcome such associated issues with synthetic drugs and biologics there is an urgent need
for the therapeutic option for effective and reliable management of RA [4, 8]. The bioactives from the
herbal origin is now gaining huge attention nowadays due to the power of overcoming all the limitation of
the above stated therapeutic options [9]. Alternatives to these medications are traditional medicines and
natural resources that offer tremendous potential as promising medicinal candidates by their increased
efficacy and minimum side effects[10, 11, 12, 13]. This further encourages the discovery and production
of new bioactive substances to treat the inflammatory condition of RA [9]. Phytochemical studies by
advanced analytical techniques revealed that various terpenoids, polyphenolic compounds, and alkaloids
are renowned for their important in-vivo and in-vitro anti-inflammatory action [14]. Many of these
prevent signs of arthritis, reinforce the histology of the joints involved in reducing lipid peroxidation, and
increasing the number of antioxidants (e.g. superoxide dismutase, catalase, glutathione, glutathione
peroxidase) and hemoxygenase-1 levels of expression [15, 16]. Therefore, exploring and insight of these
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natural plant based actives and herbs would be a breakthrough in effective management of RA and other
autoimmune conditions.
HERBS AND ACTIVES WITH ANTARTHRITIC POTENTIAL
Gomphrena celosioides Mart.
Gomphrena celosioides Mart. (Amaranthaceae) has been used traditionally to alleviate pain. It is
belonging to the genus Gomphrena, which is well known for the treatment of rheumatism in Brazil. Due
to its traditional use, it has been screened for the antiarthritic on mice. The ethanolic extract of aerial
parts was investigated for antiarthritic activity at the doses of 300, 700, and 1000 mg/kg by paw
inflammation, mechanical hyperalgesia, cold allodynia, carrageenan-induced leukocyte migration,
zymosan-induced peritonitis, carrageenan-induced adhesion, and rolling experiment models. All doses
of G. celosioides significantly reduced paw inflammation, and mechanical hyperalgesia. The cold
hyperalgesia was significantly diminished in 3-4 hours after the carrageenan injection. It has been also
found that extract of G. celosioides prominently diminished leukocyte migration (at 1000 mg/kg, 300
mg/kg) in the carrageenan-induced pleurisy model and also minimize zymosan-induced articular edema.
The extract has also shown prominent reduction in edema and mechanical hyperalgesia in Freund's
complete adjuvant-induced inflammation screening on day 22, whereas the cold allodynia was decreased
on day 6. Findings revealed that ethanolic extract of G. celosioides has some precious actives that may
responsible for the antihyperalgesic effect and antiarthritic effect [17].
Moringa oleifera
Moringa oleifera is a miracle tree, having numerous of therapeutic potential to cure a variety of diseases.
Scientific data reported that Moringa oleifera has some precious active principles like essential amino
acids, carotenoids, ascorbic acid, flavonoids, and phenolics that may responsible for its therapeutic and
nutritional values [18]. Recently, Different solvents extracts of leaves were analyzed for phytochemicals
by HPLC and also investigated for antiarthritic activity. HPLC analysis revealed considerable content of
quercetin and kaempferol in leaves. Moreover, different extracts (Methanolic, aqueous, and ethyl acetate)
were significantly decreased albumin denaturation and inhibition of proteinase activity. Results of
antioxidant activity of extracts were significant, which may support the amelioration of clinical
manifestation of RA. The antiarthritic effect was screened by formaldehyde induced paw inflammation,
results showed that extracts produced the highest percent inhibition (82%) of paw inflammation at
600mg/kg. Leaf extract has also improved RBC count and weight loss in arthritic rats. This finding
supports the antiarthritic activity of Moringa oleifera [19].
Olaxsubs corpioidea
Olaxsubs corpioidea is a miraculous plant of Nigeria, which is traditionally used to treat joint pain,
rheumatism, liver diseases, and as an antidote [20]. Its root extracts have been screened for anti-arthritic
potential on Wistar albino rats by using chicken type II-Complete Freund's adjuvant (CFA) induced
arthritis rat method. Findings reported that ethanol and aqueous root extracts effectively reduced the
paw inflammation and triggered a marked decrease in C-reactive protein levels. Extracts have also
normalized the rate of erythrocyte sedimentation and Significantly decrease the cytokine level such as
TNF-α, IL-1B, and IL-6 in extract-treated arthritic rats[21].
Copaiferasalikounda (Heckel)
Seedpod Extracts of Copaiferasalikounda was tested for its antiarthritic efficacy by using chicken
collagen/complete Freund's adjuvant‐induced arthritis screening method. Different doses (400, 600, and
800 mg/kg body weight) of ethanol and aqueous extracts of seed pod were administrated after
intradermal injection chicken collagen/complete Freund's adjuvant during the study. Observation
demonstrated the marked inhibition in paw edema and improvement in the weight of experimental
animals. The elevated level of the pro‐inflammatory mediators (I L‐1β, IL‐6, TNF‐α) were normalized in
the arthritic animal of the extract-treated group. It has been also found that extract normalized the RBC
count, erythrocyte sedimentation rate, and reduced C-reactive protein levels. Results of anti-arthritic
screening were significant and dose-dependent manner, which indicates Copaiferasalikounda has some
precious active that may reason behind its therapeutic potential [22].
Bauhinia purpurea
It is belonging to the family of Caesalpiniaceae, having a variety of medicinal properties to treat many
diseases. Its ethnomedicinal use includes the treatment of wounds and diarrhoea [23]. In recent years, its
antiarthritic screening reports revealed that hydroalcoholic extract from the stem bark has produced a
prominent antiarthritic effect by reducing paw edema in complete Freund's adjuvant induced arthritis.
Additionally, extracts have significantly decreased the level of cytokines (Tumour necrosis factor alpha
[TNF-α], interleukin-6 [IL-6], IL-10, and IL-1 β) in arthritic rat but increase in the level of IL-10. Results
have supported the antiarthritic activity of Bauhinia purpurea[24].
BEPLS Vol 10 [5] April 2021

275 | P a g e

©2021 AELS, INDIA

Tirkey et al

Dissotisthollonii Cogn.
Dissotisthollonii Cogn. (Melastomataceae) has been used by various communities to treat typhoid fever,
gastrointestinal disorders, and inflammatory diseases. Its extracts of the leaves were tested for its
potential to alleviate the pathological condition of arthritis. Aqueous and ethanolic extracts showed
significant inhibition on cyclooxygenase, 5-lipoxygenase, protein denaturation, and ROS production. Both
the extracts (Aqueous and ethanolic) significantly reduced paw inflammation induced by zymosan A
(69.30% and 81.80%) and CFA (71.85% and 79.03%) at a dose of 500 mg/kg. Additionally, Both extracts
produced a protective effect against mechanical hyperalgesia. This study demonstrated that
DissotistholloniiCogn. has the potential to cure arthritis [25].
Tapinanthus globiferus
Joint arthritis is a known as one of the common autoimmune disorders, its safe and effective therapy
stays a big challenge before pharmacy researchers, because of antagonistic impacts brought about by
allopathic medications. Raceline et al. conducted a clinical examination for the evaluation of
pharmacological impact of hydro-concentrate of Tapinanthus globiferus (HTG) leaves (at doses of 50, 100
and 200 mg/kg) on complete Freund's adjuvant (CFA)- instigated arthritis rat model. The HTG evidently
eased physiological impedance by decreasing paw volume, shielding against anaemia, leukocytosis,
transaminases action expanding, alkaline phosphatase and hyper-creatininemia. The extract has
improved the cell anti- oxidant status and the structural complication at joint level. Such clinical impacts
imposed by the HTG against the physiological dysfunctions, legitimize its present use in the customary
treatment of rheumatoid joint inflammation [26].
Buddleja cordata Kunth
Buddleja cordata Kunth plant is utilized in customary natural medication in Mexico for the treatment of
rheumatic agonies and ailments identified with fiery processes, as joint inflammation. GutiérrezRebolledo et al. assessed the anti- arthritic potential and toxic impact of methanolic extricates from wild
plant leaves (Bc-Wp), and cell culture (Bc-Cc) of B. cordata. applying complete Freund's adjuvant animal
model. The best desired effect was discovered to be at the dose of 250 mg/kg; which was assessed to
evaluate its effect over various physiological parameters associated with arthritis. Histological
examination of po-pliteal ganglion indicated reducing rate of lytic sores, lipid inclusions and leukocyte
invasion. In addition, both concentrates revealed anti-oedematous activity, protection against the
oxidation of lipid and proteins, positive alteration on anti- oxidant enzymatic response, down-regulation
on lymphocytes CD4+ makers of IL-1β and TNF-α, an expansion in IL-10 levels, which caused a lessening
in leukocyte invasion in ganglionic tissue during exploratory joint inflammation. [27].
Glycine tabacina
The entire plant of Glycine tabacina (Labill.) Benth has been utilized as a customary home grown
medication to treat rheumatism, ostealgia and nephritis in China. Just as a local natural medication 'ITiao-Gung' in Taiwan. Tu et al. led a clinical study to research the counter arthritic impact of ethanol
concentrate of G. tabacina (GTE) in a collagen-induced joint inflammation (CIA) rodent model. GTE
successfully ensured the bone and ligament of joints from disintegration, sore and deformation as well as
strong anti CIA activity through hindering pro-incendiary cytokines and oxidation in rats, recommending
its expected preventive and remedial impacts on rheumatoid joint inflammation (RI). [28].
Cleistopholis patens
Aloke et al. examination pointed toward assessing the counter ligament potentials of ethanol and aqueous
concentrates of stem bark of Cleistopholis patens (SBCP) in complete Freund's adjuvant (CFA) actuated
rheumatoid joint inflammation in rats. Rheumatoid joint pain induction caused noticeable increment in
paw size, fiery makers and malondi-aldehyde (MDA) while critical decrease was seen in body weight
comparatively with normal control. Treatment with test extract closely resembling indomethacin in
markedly diminished the paw size and caused weight gain while the altered incendiary parameters and
MDA were turned around comparative with negative control. The discoveries propose that SBCP have
great anti-arthritic effect practically identical to indomethacin and subsequently could be utilized in
rheumatoid joint pain. [29].
Nimbolide
Bloom of neem tree (Azadirachta Indica) contains nimbolide; a triterpenoid has different restorative
properties. Cui et al. surveyed the counter ligament action of nimbolide in Complete Freund's Adjuvant joint pain instigated rodent model. Rats treated with nimbolide showed stamped decrease in ligament
score, organ records, volume of paw, edema arrangement, alongside significant up gradation in body
weight. Histopathological discoveries demonstrated critical decrease in devastation of joints following
nimbolide treatment. Such treatment has extraordinarily improved wellbeing and diminished aggravation
through decreasing the pro-inflammatory cytokines articulation in arthritic rodents [30].
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Achyranthes aspera
Chinnasamy et al evaluated the ameliorative capability of aqueous concentrate of Achyranthes aspera
(AEAA) against joint inflammation utilizing formaldehyde (0.1 ml of 2% v/v) initiated swiss albino mice
and Wistar rat model. Oral application of AEAA indicated a critical dose- dependent hindrance of paw
volume; where the dosages of 250 mg/kg and 500 mg/kg were discovered to be 30% and, 38.33%
successful individually. At fourteenth day the joint oedema was discovered to be 27.2% and 36.36
individually[31].
Physcion 8-O-β-glucopyranoside
Physcion 8-O-β-glucopyranoside (POGD), one of the major bio-actives present in the Polygonum
cuspidatum, is an anthraquinones. Geng et al. examined the anti-ligament impact of POGD and its potential
mechanism. A type II collagen-actuated arthritis (CIA) rodent model was set up to assess the antiligament impact of POGD in vivo. The anti- proliferative impacts of POGD on MH7A cells were recognized
utilizing a CC K-8 test, and the arrival of pro fiery cytokines, interleukin (IL)- 1β, IL-6, IL-8, IL-12 and IL17A, were investigated by ELISA. The outcomes showed that POGD fundamentally repressed MH7A cell
development. POGD extraordinarily restrained paw oedema and the joint pain indices of the CIA rodents;
it might likewise hinder the arrival of pro fiery cytokines. Moreover, POGD down regulated the
articulation levels of TGF-β1, Smad4, NF-κB p65 (N), p38, p-p38, p-ERK1/2, JNK, p-JNK, TGF-β1, Smad4,
p-JNK, JNK, p-P38, P38, p-ERK1/2, ERK1/2 and NF-κB p65 (N), and up-controlled the Smad7, NF-κB p65
(C) and IκB in TNF-α actuated MH7A cells. Taking everything into account, POGD is stated to be a
promising potential anti- inflammatory moiety[32].
Alhagipseudalhagi
The plant Alhagipseudalhagi has for quite some time been utilized conventionally for the treatment of
arthritis and gout in Ayurveda system. Singh et al investigated the phytochemical screening and impact of
the crude concentrate of the ethereal part of A. pseudalhagi and its fraction in Formaldehyde incited,
Turpentine instigated and complete freund's adjuvant (CFA) actuated exploratory models of joint pain in
wistar albino rodents. The 95% ethanolic extract (APEE) was fractionated in four portions including
chloroform division (APC), ethyl acetic acid derivation part (APEA), methanolic part (APM) and aqueous
part (APA). These were exposed to clinical examination. Haematological and biochemical protocols viz.
estimation of paw volume, joint breadth, body weight, RBC, WBC, Platelets, CRP, Hb, ALT, AST, ALP and
total protein were resolved on APEE and APEA and supported by histopathological and radiological
examination. The plant displayed dose dependent anti-arthritic impact. The ethyl acetic acid derived
fraction demonstrated more critical impact when contrasted with the 95% ethanolic extricate at 400
mg/kg body weight dose.[33].
Eupatorium japonicum
Rheumatoid joint pain fibroblast-like synovial cells (RJFLS) are known to assume a significant part in
rheumatoid joint pain (RJ) propagation, show resistance to immune-suppressants through carcinoma like
properties. Shin et al distinguished a novel remedial compound for RJ, which diminished aggravation and
the irregular multiplication of RJFLS of herbal family from Korean local plants named Eupatorium
japonicum Tunb. (EJT). It was most adequately diminished viability through the activation of ROSintervened apoptosis in a dose- dependent way. Moreover, the expanded ROS incited the expression of
ATF4 and CHOP, central factors in ER stress-interceded apoptosis. Strikingly, EJT treatment diminished
the activity of IL-1α and the transcription of MMP-9 on altered dose, which were instigated by TNF-α
treatment, through the restraint of NF-α B and p38 enactment. All such parameters emphasized that EJT
exhibited anti- inflammatory impacts clinically.[34]
Momordica charantia
Momordica charantia (Cucurbitaceae) is a plant, announced for its assortment of ethnic medicinal
qualities. Kola et al. screened anti-arthritic action of the Ethanolic and aqueous concentrate of plant fruit.
This activity was evaluated utilizing formaldehyde, Freund's adjuvant initiated joint pain in rats and
Collagen incited joint pain model in mice. In Formaldehyde prompted joint pain model the rate of
decrease in paw volume was 30.69% and 42.81% for hydro concentrate though for ethanolic extricate it
was 25.23% and 39.5%. In Freund's adjuvant model, the level of decrease in paw volume was 56.1% and
66.51% for ethanolic extract and 52.6% and 63.83% for hydro concentrate, individually. In collagen
prompted arthritis model, the joint pain index was discovered 6.02 and 3.68 for ethanolic extract at
medium and high dosage. The joint pain index of hydro concentrate was discovered 5.66 and 4.03 at
medium and high dosage. This trial gave a positive outcome in controlling inflammation in adjuvant
initiated arthritic and collagen instigated joint inflammation model in rats and mice [35].
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Table 1: Herbs and phytoactives with antiarthritic potential
S.
No.

Name of
actives

Part used/
source

Dose

Reported Active principles
of herb

Reference

1.
2.

Gomphrena celosioides
Mart.
Moringa oleifera

Amaranthaceae

Aerial parts
Leaf

Olaxsubscorpioidea

Olacaceae

Root

Leguminosae

Seed pod

5.

Copaiferasalikounda
(Heckel)
Bauhinia purpurea

Aurantiamide
and
Aurantiamide acetate
rutin, quercetin, and gallic
acid
Rutin, morin, quercetin and
caffeic acid.
-

[17,36]

Moringaceae

Fabaceae

Stem bark

Dissotisthollonii

Malastomataceae

Leaf

7.

Tapinanthusglobiferus

Loranthaceae

Leaf

50, 100 and
200 mg/kg

8.

Buddleja cordata

Scrophulariaceae

Leaf

250mg/kg

9.

Glycine tabacina

Leguminosae

Whole Plant

1.11,
and
mg/kg

10.

Cleistopholis patens

Annonaceae

Stem Bark

400, 600 and
800 mg/kg

11.

Nimbolide

Triterpene

20 mg/kg

12.

Achyranthes aspera

Amaranthaceae

Azadirachta
Indica
Leaf

Coumarin,
Vitamin
C,
thiamine, Pantothenic acid
β-sitosterol, β-sitosterol-3O-β-D-glucopyranoside and
arjunolic acid
Alkaloids,
flavonoids,
polyphenols,
tannins,
steroids and saponins
Vb,
polyphenols,
Cycloclorinone,
2[4`hydroxyphenyl]-ethyl
hexacosanoate
Genistin,
daidzein,
genistein,
pratensein,
glytabastan
A-H,
coumestans 1–6 and 8–10
Eupolaurine, 3 methoxy
champangine, glycosides,
alkaloids,
steroids,
saponins,
terpenoids,
favonoids
and
carbohydrates
-

[24,39, 40]

6.

300, 700, and
1000 mg/kg
50, 300 and
600 mg/kg
400, 600 and
800 mg/kg
400, 600, and
800 mg/kg
50, 100, and
200 mg/kg
500 mg/kg

3.
4.

[31, 49]

13.

Physcion
8-O-βglucopyranoside
Alhagipseudalhagi

Anthraquinone
Papilionaceae

Polygonum
cuspidatum
Areal part

20, 40 and 60
mg/kg
400 mg/kg

Alkaloids, Carbohydrates,
glycosides,
phenolic
compound,
flavonoids, tannin and
proteins
-

15.

Eupatorium
japonicumThunb.

Asteraceae

Whole Plant

25 and 37.5
μg/ml

16.

Momordica charantia

Cucurbitaceae

Fruit

200 and 400
mg/kg

14.

Plant

or

Family/type
actives

of

2.22
4.44

250 and 500
mg/kg

Tannins,
coumarin
derivatives, alkaloid,
Quercetin, gum resin, Two
new flavanone glycosides,
alhagitin and alhagidin
Thymol, pyrrolizidine
Alkaloids,
tindicine,
amabiline,viridiforine,
echinatine, rinderine
alkaloid,
glycoside,
terpenoids,
tannins,
saponins, and flavonoids

[19,37]
[21, 38]
[22]

[25, 41]

[26, 42]

[27, 43]

[28,
45]

44,

[29, 46]

[47, 48]

[32,
51]
[33,
53]

50,
52,

[34, 54]

[35, 55]

CONCLUSION
Earth germinates some miraculous herbs that showed their significant antiarthritic potential in
pharmacological screenings. This review throws light on herbs and plant actives, which are recently
reported for their antiarthritic efficacy. Some herbs such as Gomphrena celosioides, Moringa oleifera,
Olaxsubs copioidea Mart., Copaiferas alikounda (Heckel), Bauhinia purpurea, Dissotisthollonii, Tapinanthus
globiferus, Buddleja cordata, Glycine tabacina, Cleistopholis patens,Achyranthes Aspera, Alhagipseudalhagi,
Eupatorium japonicum thunb., Momordica charantia, and few actives like Nimbolide, Physcion
8‐O‐β‐glucopyranoside were investigated for their antiarthritic activity[56]. These herbs and actives
were screened through various pharmacological screening methods such as collagen-induced arthritis,
formaldehyde induced paw inflammation,Freund’s adjuvant (CFA) induced arthritis, paw inflammation
induced by zymosan A, and in-vitro Protein denaturation method. These pharmacological studies revealed
that mentioned herbs and actives were potentially modulatemajor biochemical mediators include
phospholipase A2 (PLA2), cyclooxygenase (COX), lipoxgenase (LOX), prostaglandins (PG), leukotrienes
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(LT) and also modulate pro-inflammatory cytokines level (TNF)‐α, IL‐1β, IL‐6, IL‐8, IL-10, IL‐17A.
Additionally, these herbs and active have also showed prominent inhibitory effect on chronic
inflammation during in-vivo pharmacological evaluation. These outcomes of recent studies indicate that
mentioned herbs and actives may effective to modulate the pathophysiology of arthritis and may provide
better alternative for conventional therapies.
ABBREVIATIONS
MMP-matrix metalloproteinase, NF‐κB-nuclear factor‐κB, RA-Rheumatoid arthritis, RANKL-receptor
activator of nuclear factor kappa-B ligand, MHCII-major histocompatibility complex class II, CD4-cluster
of differentiation 4,
ALP -alkaline phosphatase, ALT-alanine transaminase, AST-aspartate
aminotransferase, WBC-White Blood Cell, RBC- Red Blood Cell, CRP-C-reactive protein, Hb-hemoglobin,
ATF4, activating transcription factor 4, NF-κB p65 -Nuclear factor kappa B p65, IκBα-inhibitor of nuclear
factor kappa B, ERK1/2-extracellular signal‐regulated protein kinase ½, JNK-c-Jun N-terminal kinases,
TNF‐α- Tumor necrosis factor‐α, IL-12- interleukin-12, IFN-γ -Interferon-γ, MHC-II- Major
histocompatibility complex II, TGF-β- Transforming growth factor beta, IL‐1β- interleukin-1 beta, IL‐6interleukin-6, IL‐8- interleukin-8, IL-10- interleukin-10, IL‐17A- interleukin-17A, CFA- complete Freund's
adjuvant.
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